DISGRACE   ABOUNDING
position towards the Great Powers and the same policy will
begin again as in 1914 — Atlantic and Mediterranean,
colonial question, rivalry of the Great Powers.
One object of the World War was to establish in Central
Europe independent states in order to give them exactly the
same position as Belgium and Holland, to prevent the small
states from becoming the instruments of Germany. If England
is not disinterested in Central Europe this means that England
will help us to maintain our independence and to fulfil tins
mission of the little states in Central Europe, to help to
maintain peace.
If we are put again under the direct or indirect influence of
Germany we shall be exploited against the other Great
Powers*
I repeat again — I am not anti-German* We do not wish to
make an anti-German policy. I do not wish to he the
instrument of another power against Germany* I wish to
maintain my own independence and liberty* I wish to col-
laborate with Germany. I recognise that Germany, being in
the neighbourhood of Central Europe, has great economic
and other interests in Central Europe*
But I do say that Germany is not the only state which has
interests in Central Europe, that other state; like England
and France have also interests, and therefore I wish that the
negotiations of the states simply give to every great power in
Central Europe its real place,
Germany has only one aim —to put CEechoslovakia in a
position of complete neutrality in any European conflict
Germany would give us every imaginable guarantee to*
morrow in exchange for that, I put the question — if this Is
so, what is the point of view of the French and British
Cabinets?
In practice this would mean that in any war Czechoslovakia
\yould be obliged, not to remain neutral, but to help Germany,
I have told Hitler: *I am prepared to make a treaty with
you but if I negotiate with you 1 shall Immediately inform the
Cabinets of Paris and London/
Germany is manoeuvring our German minority in order to
force us to change our international policy* We are in our
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